MARLBOROUGH
alway with the hazard of my life and fortune (so much Your
Majesty's due) endeavour to preserve your royal person and
lawful rights, with all the tender concerns and dutiful respect
that becomes, sir, Your Majesty's most dutiful and most obliged
subject and servant,
CHURCHILL1
In the records at Blenheim a copy of this letter was found
wrapped in another written by Prince George of Denmark,
no doubt at the same time and under Churchill's advice. But
the Prince, who, with Ormonde, deserted his father-in-law the
next day, takes a view which extends beyond the island that
had become his home ; and for the first time we see how large
a part the Protestant coalition against France played in the
councils of the Cockpit.
" Whilst the restless spirits of the enemies of the reformed
religion," wrote the Prince,
backed by the cruel zeal and prevailing power of France justly
alarm and unite all the Protestant princes of Christendom and
engage them in so vast an expense for the support of it, can I
act so degenerate and mean a part as to deny my concurrence to
such worthy endeavours for disabusing of your Majesty by the
reinforcement of those laws and establishment of that govern-
ment on which alone depends the well-being of your Majesty and
of the Protestant religion in Europe.
We have no doubt that these words expressed the deepest
convictions of Churchill as well as those of the honest Prince
who wrote them. James's ideal of England redeemed to the
true faith, dwelling in definitely established absolute monarchy,
advancing independently, but in royal alliance with the great
King of France to the extirpation of Protestantism in Europe,
shone for him clear and bright. In the mind of his servant there
arose perhaps another picture more practical, not less dire, not
less majestic. John Churchill saw the rise of Britain to the
summit of Europe, curbing and breaking with the aid of
William of Orange the overweening power of Fiance. He saw
himself, with the Dutchman if need be, or under England's
Protestant Princess, advancing at the head of armies to the
1 Printed from the copy among the Blenheim MSS.
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